
k Season of Religious De- -'

votion-"OpenHouse"f-
orl

Friends and Relatives
Elaborate Banquets and
the Peculiar But Deli-

cious Things They Have
To Eat.

ui h, native, Fllipln".
I'lirist! las is both a solemn and

feFtlve occasion. Indeed, It
may sold with much truth

' lat he takes hli Christmas a deal
more 8' rioii-l- y than docs the nverago
American v. ho. perhaps. Is overbtir-lenr- d

and hardened by the Insuffer-abl- o

task of ghing and receiving gifts
that he wishes were at the end of thn
rainbow. And. likewise, ho enjoys this
plenurp" of the season more whole-
heartedly

The Fidpino--n- ot the wild triors,
1 ..nd you. hut the real native Filipino,
who is extremely cultured, educated

n5 a devout follower of the Christ
( id is remarkably simple and sln- -

r n bis observance of the greatest
1 'day r.f ill.- - Christian year.

To til', with Manuel I,. Quezon, one
r tii( i, sident Commis.'-loiier-s in

Ci rsrresi fr..m the I'hlllpplnes, nr with
Tactic secretary, 2Inlmo M.

K '(in r.' hear them tell of the e!nb-l- i
yet deeply rullginus

''hris'-- i is ustoms In "the Islands,"
'1 t,"i n a new viewpoint of the

e'Hk nid it inennInK and, jier-hip- h,

c them not n little.
'First the F.i.t, Tlii'ii the Feast.

Chr stnns li the sreat cala day of
Ihr F l And, for that matter, so
it the 'wo weeks preceding the clay
'sf'f. Tl 1' up until the dawn of
hr!"mas mornlnnr solemnity is the

v n'invoril and a devout observance
sf the -- ellirlniis significance of the oc- -
'slon is markedly apparent. Then i

'h- - fun ,,nd frolic 'irealt Mono and'
no 'f n n'1 lau-h- 'e' and "ic murmur.

Government Clerks and
Others Exiled in Wash-

ington Find Little Real.
Christmas Cheer - Sub-- 1

terfuges for Concealing
Their Loneliness.

U .n.ir at Christmas the
houses ande' 'pIs, the cafes and fnshlon-ibl- e

restaurants of Washington
' i are Olied with an alien throng of
men and women who are there because
'hey cannot go anywhere else! Of
course the.v might "run over to New
York," or take a nip to some othur
nearby city, but it would merely mean
varying the nipnu and the price of
the Christmas meal In either event
It would end in partaking of a pald-fo- r

dinner rather than of one proffered
n the n.imi! of love or relationship.

For Washington is essentially n
(lovernmcntal city and Us inhabitants
nre juiKui) iiuifiuiis wnu il
even after twenty years of residenco

as merely a pause in the journey
of business life.

Thousands of women and no optl-- n

1st would want to estimate how
many men dwell In its Hats and
rented "rooms with and without
1 oard" who have no homo connections

k yond the District of Columbia.
ith Congress In session, and Just

idlournlng temporarily "over" tho
estive occasion, there is a small army

of derks. secretaries and their fain- -

iics, the lotif, dlstanco national rs

and TIIKIK families, and thu
numerous inported chauffeurs and
their families who aro compelled to
pas tho Yuletlde among strangers,

Tin" Tiiiiicy Ones l.rnii; Town.
Of ri 4r e the wealthier classes "go

II i. I, I I
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to childhood."

u. QuezonMes'svC
jPilpjOnGOr

of dulcet inuHlcal UmtruinentB nre in
order. Before Christinas Day It 1h

a fast; afterwards it's a feast.
For f.vu woeks before Christmas,

en. n thu children attend muss every
morning at tour o'clock. And dur-
ing the entire twonty-fou- r hours of
Christinas Kvo, everyone fasts most
rigorously. Then, with tho stroke of

, s ,S'dn",,TM greft

As the Christmas hells peal forth
the Bind tidlnrjs, the houses become
allvo with lights, the children are
nwakened from their dreams, and the
people sally forth to attend the mass.
The air is chilly though not actually
cold, of course. The stropts are
crowded with worshipers on tholr
way to the churches.

JIany prefer the early morning
mass to the midnight one, especially
the younB women and Kills who hesi-
tate to risk the crushing of their pret
ty new dresses in the crowd. Besides,
one's dress, you know, cannot be seen
to advantage in the dark. So, as the
Min pops up above the horizon, hun-
dreds and hundreds of men, women
and children may ho seen either go-

ing to or coming from church. Every-
where the spirit of Christmas Is man-
ifest.

AVhen the Fun HoRins.
The churches are handsomely dec-

orated with leaves, Mowers and the

back h'.me" for that day, when every
i dUod human being who has a roof

tree wishes to bo beneath it. But
distance and business keep many of
ivni the moneyed Individuals In
Washington and, although they accept
Initiations to dine among friends and
scuff at the plebian custom of "mak-
ing such a fuss about Christmas" they

even deceive themselves Into
thinking any substitute for the fam-
ily celebration very joyful. And this
Christmas, when the nt

of tho United States lives in a hotel
and more Senators and Members aro
living In what Shaw has termed
"Widowers' Houses" than for a dec-
ade past, the contingent of homeless
ones is especially large.

But these are merely Inconvenienced
for a single Christmas Day! They
know that everybody else knows that
circumstances, and not necessity, have
caused them to remain at the national
capital and to partake of turkey
carved by a country or city bote
chef rather than by one's own favor-
ite Unclp, or Grandma, or butler.

It Is tho Civil Service delegation
who come in for one's sympathy and
regret.

For more years than they care to
count, bundled.; of theBo "ontlandcrs"
have diiffd along in placid Wash-
ington, always meaning to "go ho-fo- r

Christmas," hut never qultp mak-
ing It. Gradually the old folks they
left behind to take the Job that
loomed so large at home and grew
smallerwith each successive mile of the
journey toward It have died off, the
farms have been sold or changed
hands, tho single ones have married
or grown callous about writing when
there was nothing In common to men
tion,

Gradually the months have become j

years and friends In the Departments
seem closer than the relations hun- -

'

dreds of miles uway. The salary1
which was to pay off tho mortgage'
has proved Just sulllelent to keep itspossessor two laps ahead of tho loan
shark, or In a little moro comfortable
habitat than Ills or her fellows. i

And then, suddenly, there is a tang
of In the frosty air of Penn-
sylvania avenue, fir trees begin piling
up iiko a primitive) barricade over
by tho Centre Murket, pcoplo are hur-
rying with bundles .jud children
thoy are the dominant note In the
Christmas symposium shouting In
anticipatory gleo and the Government
clerk remembers! It Is Christmas and
he has nowhere to spend tho day!
Nowhoro that counts! For tho Christ
mas day dinner Is tho one meal of
tho year which depends' for Its suc
cess mostly upon lelatlves, good hu
mor and "presents with love behind."

One's Own Tahlo U a liu.ury.
Tho heads of various Depart-

ments, the married mon of tho Serv-
ice, tho women in it who havn taken
thought and brought on part at least
of their original household are exempt
from this tragodj'. They have homes
and can go to market and hang up
ihelr stockings and In every way to

Christmas on thn farm, or In
soinn city or villngo far remolo from
fhn national capital,

Tho typical tlovcniinent buohelor,
widower, old maid, middle-age- d widow
and young girl who havo to fnco the
'.inelliirxs ami humiliation of Christ-
mas In Ut- -, O'v of Jlagjilllaen PJ-fc- -

boughs of palms and other tropical
trees, and on each altar Is a minia-
ture roprebontatlon of the birth of tho
Christ Child In the lowly manger at
Bethlehem. It is quite similar to the
far-fame- d cradle and "Bambino" of
the Central American countrleH,

People from thu outlying towna
have come In to tho service, resplend-
ent In their new raiment and with
merry Christmas greetings upon their
lips. "Felices Pascuns" Is the word-
ing of tho greeting, and it may be
heard on every side.

The mass over, the real fun begins.
The children make happy pilgrimages
to thn homes of relatives and friends,
attired in their best "bibs and tuck-
ers" and very proud of them. They
are the recipients of many gifts In
the houses they visit; and then, too,
come the many parties, the faintly re-

unions and continuous festivals of
tho entire week following Christmas
Day.

Indeed, Christmas Is a most Joyful
occasion for Filipino children. Aside
fmm their little pilgrimages after tho
early mass from which they return
home with pockets filled with presents
or tinkling with money they have
many Joyous affairs. They look for-
ward to the coming of Christmas with
the samo longing and anxiety as does
the American child.

Strange to say, however, they do not
belici " in our Santa Clans. Xor do

tiinces know that It can set in a very
cruel, heartless plae indeed, for nil
its lovely squares and lights in hos
pltahle windows and sound of mellow
chimes.

Tho "orphaned" women feel their
denotation most keenly! Frequently
two or three of thorn make up a lit-

tle party and go to a matinee with
tho prospect of a nice dinner after-
wards In somo downtown hotel, where
the cards are painted with holly and
tho rooms are as festooned as a
church wedding.

But did you ever go to a Christmas
matinee in Washington? The very

and actresses look melancholy
because THRY are far from home and
only the "really and truly" family
folk, who came becauso they thought
It a pleasant diversion after tho mid-
day meal, look and are happy and
able to enjoy the performance.

A weary llttlo woman who has sup-
ported her entlrp family for years by
slaving In Washington, once told this

that she would rather

-
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Many kocii lo tlielr rooms all Christ-
mas Dny.

hum sandwich in private than a tur- -

icey in public on Christmas Day
and sho has many disciples,

Some of pcoplo cannot afford
to go "homo," somo havo, through
neglect, reached the stago where thoy
are ashamed to go, and others are
Ihe pitifully orphaned class of being
the last of their line.

Hello of Ihe Confederacy.
One former Confederate, who used

to boost that he never know how
tunny people would sit at his Christ-ma- n

dinner In tho South, now goes to
Baltimore every Chiistinns morning
and spends tho day spends It In some
hotel eating alone; hn simply will not
face his follow boarders who think he
Is down In Virginia with relatives,

Homo of these derelicts--o- f "fam-
ily" bo It understood- - have made
friends among tho married element of
tlm Departments mid soinvt t, i s r,

nvwiu tiio iny m uieir nytiU'vy
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they hang up their stockings by tho
chimney place. Mor do they have i

Christmas trees. But, you may be
sure, they have good for re-

joicing at tho coming of Christmas.
For days and days before tho groat

festival, Filipino mothers are anx-
iously preparing to make tho occasion
memorable for their children. They
sew diligently on pretty dresses for
them, buying tho most expensive ma-
terial they can possibly afford,

A Day For the Children.
"Christmas Is indeed a day of re-

joicing for tho children," said a well-know- n

Filipino the other day, with
Just a suggestion of a tear In his eye
as he thought of the happy tlme3 he
would be unable to enjoy there this
year. "As the Yuletldo approaches,
their young faces fairly beam with
joy and anticipation. They watch tho
making of their finery with eager eye
and try it on with all the enthusiasm
and preening of a woman beforo the
mirror of a fashionable dressmaker.
Ah, how proud they are of tho tiny
shoes that have been bought for them!
And how eager they nre to discover
what presents they will receive from
their relatives and friends!

"And yet the giving and receiving
of presents Is really but a minor part
of tho Christmas celebration with
both the children and tho grown-up- s,

We have not yet made It tho burden
It sppiiis to have bpcome In the

And great is tho ostentatious pride
0f such a one and deep the envy of
his associate boarder:;.

To the everlasting credit of tho
Washington landlady, be It said that
sho usually does everything In her
power to give her house the semb-
lance of a real home at Christmas
and to mako her "guests" feel they
are there by Invitation rathor than
purchase.

Perhaps she has her own family
and would prefer to eat Just with
them, but sho knows well that such
a course would arouse most

suspicions that sha was
having a better dinner than that pro-
vided for her "people."

The Boarding House Dinner.
The tablecloth is generally snowy

white, tho turkey nearly tender, tho
cranberry sauce molded and firm.
Thero Is enough of every vegetable
and somo kind of pic, Ice cream, or
pudding. But tho one essential to
every cheerful Christmas feast tho
boardlnghouse keeper cannot provide'
Sho Is not related, or, otherwlso than
financially, Interested In any of the
diners at her table, or they toward
one another. The spirit of good fel-

lowship, of friendliness, of kin and
of enthusiastic children are as utterly
lacking as they aro In jail. So, the
tut key becomes tasteless, tho plum
pudding seems canned and tho whole
like Dead Sea fruit In the mouths of
dissatisfied eaters.

At tho table will probably bo a
woman who looks sixteen from the
back and sixty from the front. She
would love to eat her Christmas din-
ner sans the upright figure which con-
vinces a Government that sho Is not
too old for her Job but she dares
not relax. A young girl In tho early
twenties, who has Just paid up hor
first railroad faro from homo and Is
trying to mako good as a Govern-
mental stenographer eats her first
Christmas meal away from homo and
eats It sad-eye- d and hurriedly that
sho may rush upstairs and read again
the letters from her family. "This
will bp my last Christmas In Washing-Mon.- "

she announces choklnuly

The llotudliie; Jlouso

Slates,"
"Peace, and goodwill are the pre

dominating spirit of tho Filipino
Christmas," said Mr. Kalaw, Becre- -
tary to the Commissioner, or "dela- -

irate" tn CnnirrpKfl. th nthflr Aav In
his ofllcea In the House of Repre-
sentatives office building. "This Is
mainly oxpressed, not through the giv-

ing of Christmas presents, as seems
to be tho custom In America though
a considerable number of gifts are
exchajigod but through the actual
warming of one's heart toward his
frlonds and relatives. Members of a
family, rich or poor, living near each
other or far distant, meet for their
Christmas celebration and, whenever
too gToat distance docs not forbid, ex-

change visits.
Within Ihe, Family Circle.

"Indeed, family gatherings are the
accepted order of the day. When
ono sees these Informal family re-

unions; where love and affection are
the predominating spirit; when he
finds In tho typical Filipino homes
those happy circles of friends and rel-
atives ho cannot help but be Im-
pressed by the beauty and strength
of tho ties which bind the Filipinos
to their homes, their relatives and
their friends.

"At such a gathering, th old folks
sit together, their wrinkled faces
beaming with Joy, and rehearse with
fond recollections their former Chriat- -

same tho I seas he no

against tno onslaughts
younger women and ambitious polit

henchmen, smiles a cynical

They Walk Christmas Morning;
Through Rock Creek Park.

smile. years has it
since H1SH first Washington Christ-
mas dinner 'and tho promise to
spend another like It? Somehow tho
expenses always seemed to coma
double at that and sho never
did go the Is

a torment to be gone throng!
with, like a disagreeable bit of at
tho Ottlco.

Tho of a department for scien-
tific work Is a foreigner. Instinct-
ively the landlady has given him the

of thn table. He Is a genius
t. Also, his heart Is very far

Uii'lktuiRs Dinner.

masea together, or look forward to
the future which awaits chil-
dren. The younger people, happy
Jubilant, gather round thu piano and
sing their favorite kundtmans, or love
songs. Or, likely thoy sing

to the accompaniment of their
sweet-tone- d string Instruments.

"Theso love arc plaintive in-

deed and popular In tho Philip-
pines. Tho children, forming their
own groups, comparo the gifts they

received enjoy that Inno-
cent which Christmas' always

On Christmas tho festivities
are varied. Asldi from the faxnlly re-

unions, parties and banquets, there
are baseball games are hotly
contested. Indeed, baseball seems to

taken "the Islands" by storm,
and no Christmas day Is now com

gives

club,

cedar

actors

writer

these

reasons

At this table hard-eye- d across the and takes n,

who has held her plane for Isolation from this pald-fo- r Christmas
years 0f.a'nner.

ical little
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season
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plete without Its one or moro cham-
pionship contests.

All work, except only tliat which Is
absolutely necessary, is suspended;
oven the hard-workin- g women who
labor In the fields In the outlying dis-

tricts find this a day of reat and pleas-
ure.

In Manila a proocsnlon of masked
revellers la held through the principal
streets. Donning grotesque costume.--
and masks, they march to tho tune of
musical Instruments of all kinds. Con-
fetti Is thrown and the fun Is almost
as fast and furious as that of our own
MardI Grits at New Orleans.

No Turkey For Dinner.
Bands are not neded to head tho

procession for, bo musical are the Fil-
ipinos, that nearly every ono In line
of march carries a musical Instrument
of some sort. The procession excites
tho utmost interest each year and,
you may be sure, the little Filipino
boy is to he found tagging along at
the head. Just as his American broth-
er does when a parade comes down
the street.

The Philippine Christmas dinner
never Includes turkey, unless it bo the
canned, boneless variety Imported
from the United States. Chicken is
the national domestic bird of "tho
Islands' and It always has the place
of honor on the festive menu. In
fact, many of the most appetldng of
the native dishes contain chicken as
their chief Ingredient.

The Government Civil Service Is
proline in women who havo divorcod
their husbands and In men who havo
burled their wives; and for thesa the
boardlnghouse takes on an added bit-

terness of memory Impassible to the
never married.

If the landlady has a child It may
thrive along under tho title of "brut"
and uncomplimentary remarks all tho
other days of the year; but at Christ-
mas It Is feted and made much of In
the Washington boarding houso. Tho
utter loneliness and Instinctive desire
to give, when cars axe filled with bundle--

laden humanity and everybody Is
buying something for someone else,
reveals Itself In the "Inmates" be-
stowing presents upon fellow employ-
ers whom thoy scarcely bother to be
chil to in tho dog dnys.

Sends Presents to Herself.
Mors than ono feminine clerk who

has a tiny bache-
lor apartment, a well-payin- g position,
nioe clothes and a collection of "just
good friends" saves up and buys and
sends to her own address Christmas
tokens from fruit shops, candy stores,
from tho Jeweler, all tied with ribbons
and wrappod In tissue paper. Funny?
Well, not If one could see Into the
heart of tho gender.

, But thn landlady has her Christ-m- a

trial, too! Her dlsgruntlPd board-
ers can go to a matinee after dinner
or to moving; pictures, if they like,
whlln she must stay nt home and
flguro on how many different ways
tho remains of the turkey can be
served. Often she, too, Is lonesome
and nway from all of her people.
For Wa8hInfeton Is a veritable mocoa
for the distressed gentlewoman, who
has been compelled to take up "room-Ing- "

and "boarding" as a professloi
And sometimes she serves tho best she
has only to hear muttered "Well, such
a dinner and WHAT we pay hor!"

Down at his hotel tho rich bache-
lor stattsman envies his salaried sec-rota-

becausu tho latter has a little
home, a wife and child. He realizes
that Christmas is tho one day when
money will not buy happiness, even
though Its lack causes misery. The
Capitol Is deserted, the hotel lobby
looks Ilka tho woek after election,
the White Houso Is not receiving and
he can go to tho country clubs or
to dlno with friends, but It Is not the
same as being at home.

Dinner In Itcslaiiiiint.
Washington has many "detained"

Congressmen, anxious omcesoekers
and homeless ofllcholdorn ns well as

i a continual round of tourists from
every part of the world who frequent
its restaurants and lunch rooms on
Christmas day. The inanugemouts
make an especial occasion of the

j evening meal, Music plays- - but never
"Home, Sweet Home" more coolers
are espied beside more tables than on
any other occasion except when
Georgetown I'nlverMty wins a football

i victory,
There are shaded lights and deli

cious things to eat and smiling fnans
and all that. Hut it isn't Christmas
and It Itn't homo! Tho only sort
who think It p. lurk to eat Christmas
dinner in u hotel arn tho onwi who

ihanjj ulf. homer tajAi K In- jj (&.(

One dish, whloh is to the Filipino,
what turkey is to the Amenum at
Christmas or Thuni.sgtvit.g, Is called
tinona. This consists of chicken ond
u. peculiar native vegetablo caUod apo.
This Is somewhat like a pumpkin In
shape, only greun. The filling, or

is soooped out and m.xed Wikvv
peppers, spices and chicken, Tho
whole If boiled and served very hot.

Another favorite dibh for thd
Christmas meal is calh-- potchero,
which moans the dried skin of a Dig.
Chicken is mixed with cut-u- p radlaheo
and thin slices of bacon, the whulo be-
ing baked.

Stimuli n Favorlto, ,

The devout Filipinos fast ftTl ofK
Christmas Kve, up until midnight.
Then a most elaborate supper la'
served In tho hospitable homes. At,
this meal, It is considered essential
to serve sumnn, or Hco cakes. B it
these cakes are not mado of tho dryv
almost tastelcvi rlco to which wo nro
accustomed In this country.

Human Is of a Btlclty, sweet nature;
and Is flavored with the Julco of a coi
con nut, Tho natives prefer It to bread
at these feasts. It must bo proparod
most carefully to bo tempting, Aft r
being seourely wrapped In palm or
banana leaves, It Is put Into an iron'
pot on tho evening before Christmas
Eve and allowed to boll all night.

Strange to relate, but few vegetnj
blcs are grown In "the Islands." Bad-- j
tshes attain an unusual slae there, and
potatoes and beans thrive moat mi,- -.

lsfactorlly. But, to offjet this appar--
ent disadvantage, there are fcomnthlng
over forty vnrloiies of fruit that Hour
lsh like the proverbial green bay tree.
They may be eaten raw, canned nr
preserved and are most appetizlrui
either way. Most of them are n r

even known by name or sight to as itt
this country.

At tho Christmas dinner, pastries
form the principal dessert. Among tho
most popular may be mentioned tar s
made of guava Jelly, preserved ma' --

goes, and frosh or canned chlco, which
somewhat resembles a pear in ap-
pearance, being brownish yellow in
colnr and oval in shape. As is true of
nearly all Philippine fruits, It 1b sa i
to have a much more deliclotu fla-

vor than Its kindred fruit of tno tem-
perate zone.

prefer
And everywhere tho lack o c1-

Perhaps that 1s what makes t' o
Washington Christmas of the Marl--lnghou- se

and hotel such a dreary af-

fair!
Undo Sam has a rule that no two

Government employees who get mar-
ried to each other may retain their
positions In tho Servioa. Consequent-
ly, ono notes tho lack of lustre eyea.
of aging, lonely men and made-up- ,

g- women with Freneh-heele- d

shoes and penciled eyebrows
who have been tor years tacitly lnf
love but afraid to risk living In nx--J
renBive Washington on the output or
one Job. and who go ploddingly about;
Chilstmas Day together In a ruln
search for rood cheer.

One Day of Ilebclllon.
They walk-

through
Christmas morning

1 1 r. a Creek Park or g
to the ''" Si ni 'tb'ng in tho cease

u UhckW) U

if wMn
Iff '

m
A Product of ihv lull fcenico.

Itss pad. pad of tho leopards and,
growling of Hons reminds them oi
their own caged existence and tot
them It moans only one day a year of
rebellion. Thoy lunch together In tha
Inevitable boardlnghouse; evening,
however, tlnds them at soma cheerful
hotel.

In no other American city are there
so many aged lovers trying to discover
Christmas contentment in a. burlesquo
of the feast.

And some of thesu people have put
away tho possibility of cheerful
Chrlstmaf.cs through a mere love tor
material things. There la u woman
clerk in ono of tho Departments who
boasts that she has bought a diamond
a year since sho entered tho Borvloo,

Diamonds aro very beautiful and
tho numerous ones she possesses look
very lovely on lr white hands, but
Instead of ponssiplng thm she could
hao spent Htir Christmas In thoi
Middle West'iig htnie where sho 13'
almost forgotln fry tho younger mem- -


